AS.194 (ISLAMIC STUDIES)

Courses

AS.194.102. Islamic Pasts in the Contemporary World. 3 Credits.

This course will focus on the intellectual and cultural legacies of “Islamic
pasts.” It has been argued by scholars that Islam is not only a religion
but a “civilization” with identifiable sensibilities, overlapping histories,
and temporalities. This civilization once spread from the Atlantic coast
of Africa to the Indian subcontinent and beyond, but regimes and
dynasties have changed hands in many of these places, while remaining
in place in others. What remains of Islamic pasts in places where

Islam once reigned supreme but has either vanished, been reduced to
minority status, or repressed in ongoing political projects? This course
examines lost Islamic pasts in the contemporary world, using readings
from anthropology, history, literature, and poetry. As the basis of this
course, we will read four texts in their entirety focusing on four different
geographic points of interest—Spain, India, the Balkans, and Palestine.
Distribution Area: Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences

AS Foundational Abilities: Culture and Aesthetics (FA3), Citizens and
Society (FA4)

EN Foundational Abilities: Creative Expression (FA3), Engagement with
Society (FA4)

AS.194.202. Never Forget: Muslims, Islamophobia, and Dissent after
9/11. 3 Credits.

In partnership with the social justice organization Justice for Muslims
Collective, this community-engaged course and oral history project will
explore how diverse Muslim communities navigated and contested
belonging and political and cultural agency amidst state-sponsored
violence and national debates on race, gender, citizenship and national
security after 9/11 and during the ongoing War on Terror. Through
history, ethnography, first-person narratives, film, fiction, and online
resources, students will learn about the impact of 9/11 on American
Muslim communities. This includes cultural and political resistance

to imperialism, racism, and Islamophobia as well as to intersectional
inequities within Muslim communities that were intensified in the context
of Islamophobia. Students will learn about community activism and
organizing from JMC, and complete a participatory action research
project with the organization. This project is an oral history archive that
will address gaps in the documentation of movement histories when

it comes to early organizing against War on Terror policies by Muslim
communities and communities racialized or perceived as Muslim.
Students will be trained to record stories of resistance among leaders
who organized and responded at the local and national-level in the
Greater Washington region, to support the building of an archive that will
shape a wide variety of future organizing and advocacy efforts.

AS Foundational Abilities: Citizens and Society (FA4), Democracy (FA4.1),
Ethics and Foundations (FA5)

EN Foundational Abilities: Engagement with Society (FA4)
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AS.194.205. Islamic Mysticism: Traditions, Legacies, Politics. 3
Credits.

For over a thousand years, the Sufi tradition has been a dynamic

force in Islamic social, political and spiritual life. The tradition offers

a treasure trove of devotional literature and music, philosophical
treatises, contemplative practices, and institutions of social and political
organization. After unpacking the politics of the term “Sufi," we will trace
the historical development of the tradition from the early ascetics in Iraq
and Syria to the age of trans-national Sufi orders, with case studies from
South Asia, Turkey, and the United States. We will then move into some
of the key constructs of the tradition of spiritual growth and character
formation: the divine-human relationship, the stages of the spiritual path,
contemplative and practical disciplines, ideas of sainthood, discipleship
and ethical perfection, and the psychology of love. Throughout the class,
we will explore the nature of experiential language and interrogate the
tradition through the lens of gender. We will also experience Sufism
through ritual and music.

Distribution Area: Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences

AS Foundational Abilities: Culture and Aesthetics (FA3), Citizens and
Society (FA4)

EN Foundational Abilities: Creative Expression (FA3), Engagement with
Society (FA4)

AS.194.220. The Qur'an: Text and Context. 3 Credits.

For 1400 years, the Qur'an has played a central role in Muslim intellectual,
spiritual, artistic and ritual life. This course will explore the sacred
scripture of Islam through its foundational ideas, history of the text
and thematic development, literary style, history and methods of
interpretation, and role in Muslim spiritual and ritual life. We will also
explore how the Qur'an weaves through literature, music and the visual
arts.

Distribution Area: Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences

AS Foundational Abilities: Culture and Aesthetics (FA3)

EN Foundational Abilities: Creative Expression (FA3)

AS.194.230. African-Americans and the Development of Islam in
America. 3 Credits.

Muslims have been a part of the American fabric since its inception. A
key thread in that fabric has been the experiences of enslaved Africans
and their descendants, some of whom were Muslims, and who not only
added to the dynamism of the American environment, but eventually
helped shape American culture, religion, and politics. The history of
Islam in America is intertwined with the creation and evolution of
African American identity. Contemporary Islam in America cannot be
understood without this framing. This course will provide a historical
lens for understanding Islam, not as an external faith to the country,
but as an internal development of American religion. This course will
explicate the history of early Islamic movements in the United States
and the subsequent experiences of African-Americans who converted
to Islam during the first half of the twentieth century. We will cover the
spiritual growth of African American Muslims, their institutional presence,
and their enduring impact on American culture writ large and African-
American religion and culture more specifically.

Distribution Area: Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences

AS Foundational Abilities: Culture and Aesthetics (FA3), Citizens and
Society (FA4)

EN Foundational Abilities: Creative Expression (FA3), Engagement with
Society (FA4)
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AS.194.256. Museums, Communities, and the Sacred. 3 Credits.

This community-engaged course is co-created by a scholar and curator
with expertise in religion, art, and material culture, and taught in
partnership with the Baltimore Museum of Art (BMA), and centers how
museums engage with the sacred. Recognizing that museums have
traditionally been under-equipped to respond to the social concerns

that animate their local communities, the BMA is rethinking how a
twenty-first century civic museum engages the city in which it is located.
Understanding the museum as a public space in which contemporary
civic and social issues can be engaged, we will explore such questions
as: how can a museum represent devotional objects while honoring a
diversity of religious and spiritual perspectives and avoiding homogenous
narratives about belief? How can a museum create relationships with
religious communities to understand and interpret the objects in its
collection, and navigate differences in faith-based communities with
ethical care? How can a museum engage local communities in the
process of writing labels for objects and in other acts of interpretation

in a way that is not extractive and is genuinely value-aligned? In short,
how can a museum truly become public? As a community-engaged
course, students will build practically on their learning about museums,
religion and public pedagogy to create and facilitate community listening
circles at the BMA. The course will include visits to the BMA and other
sites, guest visits on focused topics from museum professionals in other
institutions, and training in listening and facilitation.

Distribution Area: Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences

AS Foundational Abilities: Culture and Aesthetics (FA3)

EN Foundational Abilities: Creative Expression (FA3)



